
BLUE RAIDERS SPORTS REPORT WEEK OF MAR 22 TO 27 

BY LARRY ETTER  

  Springs sports got under way right on schedule last week and Middletown teams, 

whose games were all canceled last year, eagerly welcomed the competition.  

  There were some weather-related cancelations mid-week following early 

scrimmages, but boys’ tennis, baseball and softball teams were active later in the 

week.   

Baseball  

  The Blue Raiders varsity baseball team hosted Bishop McDevitt on Friday at 

home on a warm, but very windy day following a pair of scrimmages against 

Solanco on March 17 and at Central Dauphin on Monday, March 22.  The Raiders 

trailed the Crusaders 0-5 heading into the bottom of the seventh inning but rallied 

for 4 runs to make things interesting.  The rally came up just short, however, and 

the guests were able to hang on for the win.   

  With Middletown batters handcuffed by starting pitcher Hudson Morris the 

Raiders managed to produce just one walk in the second inning and a bloop single 

in the third against the McDevitt lefty.  The Crusaders scored three runs in the first 

inning against Middletown starter Gavin Hickoff on a fielder’s choice, an RBI 

double and a run scoring triple.  The Raiders went down in order against Morris in 

the first inning, Hickoff set down all three batters in the top of the second to keep 

the score unchanged at 0-3.   

  In the home half of the second inning freshman Max Dupes drew a two-out walk 

by was left stranded.  McDevitt added a single run in the top of the third on an RBI 

double by Zach Radzik but Hickoff struck out the next two batters to limit the 

damage.  In the home half of the third frame Jayden Benner led off with a bloop 

single.  With two outs Nick Crognale was initially called safe on a bloop infield 

single before the call was reversed and ended the inning.  

  The 4-0 score remained unchanged until McDevitt added a single run in the top of 

the seventh on a sacrifice fly. The Middletown bats came alive in the bottom of the 

seventh against McDevitt reliever Radzik, who had been cruising along with 5 

strikeouts in his pocket.  Jonah Troup drilled Radzik’s first pitch to left center for a 

double to start the Middletown rally.  Hickoff stroked a 2-2 pitch to left field to 

score Troup for the Raiders’ first run.   



  With one out Dupes was safe on an error and pinch hitter Caden Sweeney drew a 

walk on five pitches to load the bases.  With two outs A. J. Stains drew another 

walk that forced in Hickoff for run number two.  Cam Wegert really got his team 

pumped up with a two-run single to right that made it a 5-4 game and gave the 

home team a chance for a win.  New McDevitt pitcher Mario Easterly came on and 

faced Crognale who took the first three pitches for balls before letting Easterly’s 

next pitch go by for a strike.  On the next pitch Crognale stroked a hard grounder 

up the middle that looked like had a chance to get through.  But McDevitt second 

baseman Evan Cary made a really good play on the ball and forced Wegert out at 

second to end the threat and the game.   

 

SOFTBALL 

  The varsity girls’ softball team split a pair of games last week to start the regular 

spring season.  Mike Thomas’ team has been picked by some to finish first in the 

Mid Penn Capital Division and fields a number of good players despite having 

their 2020 season wiped out by the virus restrictions.   

  On Friday, in their first game, the Lady Raiders struggled against Keystone 

Division favorite Bishop McDevitt, losing 10-0 in five innings.  The Middletown 

batters managed just two hits in the game.   

  On Saturday the softballers rebounded with a tight, 2-1 victory over visiting 

Conestoga Valley of the Lancaster-Lebanon League.  Sophomore pitcher Christine 

Miller picked up the win, going 7 innings and yielding just 3 hits and a single run 

while striking out 7 batters in the outing.  The Blue Raiders scored one run in the 

first and the winning run in the bottom of the sixth.  Miller’s pitching shutout the 

Buckskins in the top of the seventh to preserve the victory.  Luvi Balliet had an 

RBI hit for the Raiders.    


